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THANK A VOLUNTEER DAY 
Statement by Minister for Volunteering 

MR D.T. PUNCH (Bunbury — Minister for Volunteering) [9.33 am]: I am pleased to remind the house that 
next week, on Tuesday, 5 December, it is International Volunteer Day, which will be celebrated across the world. 
In Western Australia, it is fondly known as Thank a Volunteer Day. On behalf of the Cook Labor government, I want 
to take this last sitting day as an opportunity to say a big thankyou to volunteers across Western Australia who make 
our community a better place. It is so important that we take the time to acknowledge the contributions of volunteers 
who give selflessly in service of their community. They are the glue that keep many communities together and it 
is fantastic to come together at the end of the year and celebrate all that they have achieved. Across Western Australia, 
72 community organisations and local government authorities have received $70 000 from the Cook government 
to assist with Thank a Volunteer Day celebrations. The Thank a Volunteer Day grants program enables organisations 
across Western Australia to celebrate their volunteers through events or activities such as award ceremonies, 
workshops, seminars, morning or afternoon teas, and excursions. 

In celebration of next week’s special day, the Cook government is calling for nominations for the WA Volunteer 
Service Awards, to recognise volunteers across Western Australia for their years of service. The nomination 
categories have expanded this year to better capture the diverse volunteering activity across the state, including 
contributions by younger volunteers. The changes also include a more streamlined nomination process and the 
opportunity to self-nominate. I strongly encourage people to nominate someone they know or to nominate themselves 
for the WA Volunteer Service Awards so that their outstanding efforts can be recognised and celebrated. These 
awards are a key initiative by the state government to demonstrate its support and recognition of volunteers. To 
date, 2 331 Western Australian volunteers have been honoured through the awards program.  

The awards will be presented during National Volunteer Week, which takes place between Monday, 20 May, and 
Sunday, 26 May 2024. Nominations for the 2024 WA Volunteer Service Awards will open on 5 December until 
5.00 pm Thursday, 29 February 2024. For more information about how to get involved in an event near you, visit: 
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-communities/thank-volunteer-day. 
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